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How do we understand places? 

• How do we currently know places? 
• Who has the power to represent places? 
• What is the relationship between how places 

are understood and the types of lives that 
become possible? 
 

Focus will be the east end community of 
Dennistoun 









 
Particular communities 
and geographical areas 
are presented in negative 
and unequal ways in a 
manner which can impact 
on community identity 
and self-worth (Brent 
2009) 
 
 
Places which come to be known by their indices of policy defined 
problems have been understood as places that are not ‘proper’ (Popay 
et al 2003) and are mythologised in ways that perpetuate negative 
imaginings of people as ‘passive, stuck and disconnected’ (Hanley, 2008: 
ix) 
 

Representations of place easily come to define the people and 
lives that are lived there  



The power of collective 
imaginings 

“Fictions have enabled us not 
merely to imagine things but 
to do so collectively. We can 
weave common myths such as 
the biblical creation story, the 
Dreamtime myths of 
Aboriginal Australians and 
nationalist myths of modern 
states. Such myths give 
Sapiens the unprecedented 
ability to cooperate flexibly in 
large numbers” (Harari, 2011: 
27) 





Case study stages 

1. Exploring existing representations (statistical and 
cultural) 

2. Collection of new data using a mix of creative and 
participatory methods 

3. The translation of ‘data’ into new forms of storytelling 
4. Presentation of outputs to local and national policy 

makers and service developers 

 



 
Walking interviews: Show us places in Dennistoun that 
have meaning for you 

 



Re-imagining Dennistoun 

 



  



  



Findings 
 

 



Findings 
• 1. A longing for social connection 

 
 







2. Belonging (and not 
belonging) in the face 
of change 



3. Empowerment 



Where does this leave us? 

• Social regeneration: focus on the strengths, 
hopes and what is already there 

• How we know an area can be how we change 
an area: method is the change 

• Art/ creativity’s value in unearthing ‘hope, 
dreams and ambitions’ as intangible assets 
(Burnell 2013) as the sources of resilience, 
adaptability and diversity within communities. 
 



http://representingcommunities.co.uk/dennistoun/ 
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