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100RC DEFINITION OF RESILIENCE USED BY ALL CITIES 
 

URBAN RESILIENCE 
Is the capacity of individuals, communities, institutions, 
businesses, and systems within a city to survive, adapt, 
and grow no matter what kinds of chronic 
stresses and acute shocks they experience. 

Milan, 
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In Bristol we decided to talk about “flourishing 
for all in the face of future uncertainty” 

Courtesy of University of West of England 
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Qualities of a resilient city 

 
REFLECTIVE 

 
RESOURCEFUL 

 
ROBUST 

ADAPTIVE  

 
FLEXIBLE 

 
INCLUSIVE 

 
INTEGRATED 

Resilient city systems need qualities that enable them to 
withstand, respond, and adapt more readily to shocks and stresses.  
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Some of our strengths 
• Times 2017 Best Place to Live in the UK 
• The UK’s fastest growing city 
• The UK’s leading Smart City 
• European Green Capital 2015 
• European City of Sport 2017  
• UNESCO Learning City 2017 and City of Film 
• 46% of residents are educated to degree level  
• Already investing £2.7+ billion  in 

infrastructure 
 

.. 

Some of our challenges 
• 18,900 children live in poverty 
• 979 homeless households  in Bristol 
• 300 deaths a year attributed to air pollution 
• 53 areas ranked in the 10% most deprived in UK 
• 16% of Bristolians living in unacceptable 

deprivation 
• 7th worst UK city for race inequality 
• 56% of the population are overweight or obese 
• 35,250 people being treated for depression  
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Five resilience 
paradoxes 
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Bristol’s Resilience Strategy 

 Sets out a roadmap for a flourishing, 
resilient Bristol in 2066 
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Implementing priority resilience initiatives 2017-18 
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A focus on city resilience is creating a global movement bringing together environmental 
sustainability, social justice and  economic development with empowered citizens at the heart 

Rotterdam 

Melbourne 
Vejle 

New York 

Glasgow 
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Where next for 
resilience? 
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Building a One City Plan (using Marmot as the frame)  
Thematic Vision 

Description of a future city vision 
Expressed in terms of impact on well-being 

 

Indicators  
Used to measure the Vision 

Need a strong fit, good comms 
And recent data 

City Goals 
A point along the baseline  

Clear targets 

Causes 
Areas of influence  

Priority Aims 
Headlines of focus 

Only a small number 

Solutions 
Specific initiatives 

Linked from the vision 
To the priority aims 

Baseline 
Performance of an indicator over time 
Includes history and future projection 

Timeline 
Key outcomes to 2050 
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Reflections on using the resilience agenda to tackle inequality 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
• Has cross-party appeal 
• Takes the long view 
• Shines a light on vulnerabilities 
• Favours early intervention and prevention 
• Encourages multi-sector problem solving 
• Emphasises qualities of integration and 

inclusion 
• Demands new ways of thinking – system 

change 
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