


Our vision is a world in which people can choose to 
travel in ways that benefit their health and the 
environment.

Vision



Mission: enabling people to travel by foot, bike or 
public transport for more of the journeys we make 
everyday.

Mission



Aims
• the environmental impacts of transport, including its 
contribution to climate change and resource 
depletion, are significantly reduced

• people can choose more often to travel in ways that 
benefit their health 

• people have access to essential local services 
without the need to use a car

• local streets and public spaces become places for 
people to enjoy.



Objectives

• to make local environments safe and more attractive for 
walking and cycling

• to support and encourage individuals to make more 
sustainable and healthy travel choices, through motivational 
and information programmes

• to influence policy and practice by communicating the 
outcomes of our own work, and the benefits of sustainable 
and healthy travel, to a wide audience.



1984 York-Selby 1996 Trailblaze

1977 CycleBag, 
Bristol 

Sustrans history 1977-2014



Sustrans Scotland in 2015

• 62 staff delivering high quality projects in partnership 
with local government, other partners and communities.

• Annual budget of £27m from Transport Scotland: £23m 
match funding from Community Links. Total £50m or £10 
per capita

• Other funding of £1M from Climate Change Dept., SNH, 

• 2,000 supporters in Scotland (20K UK) and 400 
Volunteers



Sustrans Scotland: 2015



Sustrans Scotland: 2015



Project portfolio: Behaviour Change

I – Bike
Hands up Scotland
Support for Schools
Make your Move Kirkcaldy
Signage
GIS
Tourism & recreation
Web site & social media
Policy & Media
Volunteers













Volunteers
• 400+ volunteers
• Active Travel Champions

o Workplaces
o Further and Higher Education

• Greener Greenways
• NCN Rangers
• I Bike Champions
• Advisory Board











Signing & mapping National Cycle Network

• Signage: the glue holding 
2,000 mile network together

• GIS underpins mapping online 
and printed form



Community Links 
NCN Development 
Urban design & master- 
planning 
Land & Estate 
management 
Active Travel Action Plan 
Street Design: Kirkcaldy, 
Dumfries & Kirkintilloch

Project portfolio: Built Environment





National Cycle Network

• 2,000 miles long
• Within 1 mile of 70% of 

population
• 600 miles traffic free
• 103m trips in 2013
• 24% of cyclists, 9% 

pedestrians commuting
• Generated £280m revenue
• Health benefits of £100m
• Benefit to cost ratios 13.5:1
• Supported by Transport 

Scotland
• Developed through 

Community Links



Community Links
• 2012-2013
• 99 Projects
• 30 Partners 
• £3,8m 50% match funded
• £7.16m spend

• 2013-2014
• 104 Projects
• 32 Partners 
• £6.4m 50% match funded
• £12.8m spend

• 2014-2015
• 180 Projects
• 41 Partners 
• £19m + £23m match funding
• £42m spend



Community Links: 1) urban networks for active travel

Tarbert Argyll



Community Links: 2) suburban networks for active travel & 
recreation: Cambus to Menstrie, Clackmannanshire



Community Links: 3) rural networks for active travel, recreation & 
tourism: Oban – Fort William



Community Links: 3) rural networks for active travel, recreation & 
tourism: Oban – Fort William



Camasnagaul Ferry



Community Links 4) 
City network 
Glasgow City Council 
Bridge to Nowhere 
(Connect2) (1/3)



City network 
Glasgow City Council 
Bridge to Nowhere 
(Connect2) (2/3)



City network 
Glasgow City Council 
Bridge to Nowhere 
(Connect2) (3/3)





Leith Walk 
public realm 
programme 
2014 – 2015 (1)



Leith Walk 
public realm 
programme 
2014 – 2015 (2)



Kirkintilloch: concept design 



Dunblane 
Station
concept design 
for consultation



A sustainable transport network is….: 

people friendly, fuel efficient and health enhancing. 

fair, equitable, environmentally friendly and supports 
a competitive economy. 

accessible, provides choice and improves peoples’ 
quality of life 

Does Scotland have a sustainable and 
effective transport network? (1/3)



Does Scotland have a sustainable and 
effective local transport network? (2/3)

• Half of all car trips less than 5 miles (NTS 2006)

• Congestion will cost £16Bn by 2025 (CBI)
• Obesity now costing £550m a year (NHS Scotland)

• Carbon emissions from transport rising (Scottish Govt) 
Air pollution fines rising (EC & Scottish Govt)

• Bus provision mixed



• Cycle trips in Scotland 2% (Scottish Household Survey)
• Walking trips in Scotland 23% (Scottish Household 
Survey)  
• 50% of children travel to school actively (Sustrans Hands 
Up)
• 8% of commuting by bike in Edinburgh (CEC)
•Community Links benefit to cost ratios from 2:1 to 9.5:1
• Scottish Government funding at £10 per person in 
Scotland

Does Scotland have a sustainable and 
effective active travel network? (3/3)



• Deliver policy:
1. Cycling Action Plan for Scotland
2. Designing Streets
3. Let’s make Scotland more physically active 
4. Smarter Choices: Smarter Places initiative
5. NPF3

• Focus on urban networks:
1. Design
2. Maintenance
3. Shared space, road space re-allocation, road speed, minor 

road traffic calming, public transport prioritisation
4. Behaviour change programmes

How might Scotland create a sustainable 
and effective local transport network? 



• Can Scotland afford not to want an active travel network: 

• Negative impacts of current network: sedentary lifestyles, 
increased obesity, congestion, emissions, fuel poverty, 
pollution, mixed bus provision.

• Positive impacts of changing the network: combating the 
negatives, income generation, cost benefit analysis, 
preventative spend, jobs - growth and retention, public 
opinion, modern living, aspiration

Does Scotland want a sustainable and 
effective local transport network? 



Could transport 
bankrupt the 
NHS?



Current Trends



Conclusions

• A sustainable network for local trips is achievable 

• Funding must match rhetoric and policy

• Preventative spend: health, environment, quality of life

• Good business: cost benefit analysis

• Good enough for them, too good for us?




	Slide Number 1
	Our vision is a world in which people can choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment. 
	Mission: enabling people to travel by foot, bike or public transport for more of the journeys we make everyday.
	Aims
	Objectives
	Slide Number 6
	Sustrans Scotland in 2015
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Project portfolio: Behaviour Change
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Signing & mapping National Cycle Network
	Community Links�NCN Development�Urban design & master-planning�Land & Estate management�Active Travel Action Plan�Street Design: Kirkcaldy, Dumfries & Kirkintilloch�
	Slide Number 23
	National Cycle Network
	Community Links
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Community Links 4)�City network �Glasgow City Council�Bridge to Nowhere (Connect2) (1/3)
	City network �Glasgow City Council�Bridge to Nowhere (Connect2) (2/3)
	City network �Glasgow City Council�Bridge to Nowhere (Connect2) (3/3)
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	A sustainable transport network is….:��people friendly, fuel efficient and health enhancing.��fair, equitable, environmentally friendly and supports a competitive economy.��accessible, provides choice and improves peoples’ quality of life �
	Does Scotland have a sustainable and effective local transport network? (2/3)
	Does Scotland have a sustainable and effective active travel network? (3/3)
	How might Scotland create a sustainable and effective local transport network? 
	Does Scotland want a sustainable and effective local transport network? 
	Slide Number 44
	Current Trends
	Conclusions
	Slide Number 47

