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Despite the strength of the evidence, and the clear health benefits for taking action; health
professionals have been reluctant and inconsistent in framing climate change and unsustainable
development as health issues. The science concerning the problems of pollution, loss of
biodiversity, and dangerous climate change grows daily. However, this seems not to be matched
by the science of how best to implement what actually works best in protecting all living systems
at the same time as promoting health, wellbeing and social justice across time and space.
David will use specific case studies to illustrate both the problems and opportunities associated
with the transformational change that is needed at all levels of society. He will highlight the
more creative, diverse methods and business models being used – legally, economically, and
behaviourally, both within health and care systems, and more broadly. These case studies are
largely drawn from the first ten years’ experience of the NHS / Public Health England Sustainable
Development Unit, and some from more global initiatives.
David Pencheon is a UK trained doctor and was the founding Director of the Sustainable
Development Unit (SDU) for NHS England and Public Health England, established in 2007.
David left the SDU on 1st January 2018 and is now an Honorary Professor and an Associate at
the Medical School in the University of Exeter, UK, where responsibilities include being a member
of the Advisory Group to the Wellcome Centre for Cultures and Environments of Health, a newly
created trans-disciplinary centre.
If you would like to follow or contribute to the seminar on Twitter,
please use the hashtag #GCPHSem15
This GCPH / Scottish (Managed) Sustainable Health Network (SMaSH) collaborative seminar
is free to attend although places are limited, therefore registration is required. To register for
this event please go to www.gcph.co.uk/events and complete the online registration form.
To be notified of all future GCPH events make sure you are registered with the GCPH network.
You can register at www.gcph.co.uk.
A podcast of the lecture will be available to download on the GCPH website after the event.

